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Your Wealth Invested Wisely

Contact Us

If you would like to know more or are interested in investing in  
Beacon Trust Portfolios Plc , please contact your Acumen & Trust advisor 
on 01 293 6500.

For more information visit www.beacontrust.ie to see  
how your wealth can be invested wisely.



What is Beacon Trust?

Beacon Trust is a unique approach to portfolio investing. We construct the portfolios by selecting world-class 
investment managers who are asset class specialists and leaders in their field. We then combine these within a 
portfolio structure that delivers both management and tax efficiency.

Beacon Trust is innovative. It is at the leading edge of investment advice and represents a major step 
forward for investors.

BEACON TRUST
Your Wealth Invested Wisely

The Benefits
Beacon Trust overcomes 
the inefficiency of a series 
of individual investments by 
wrapping all investments onto 
one single platform. 

You gain access to the best 
specialist international fund 
managers, who can deliver a 
superior return relative to your 
risk profile. Within this platform 
we actively manage the asset 
and fund manager allocations 
utilising proprietary research 
and expertise.

beacon  
n. A source of guidance or 

inspiration.

 
trust  
n. Reliance on the integrity,  
strength, ability and surety of  
a person; confidence.

Investment Manager Asset Class

Vanguard U.S. Equity

U.S. Equity

Europe Equity

Vanguard Europe Equity

Neptune Europe Equity

Europe Equity

Japan Equity

Japan Equity

Emerging Market Equity

Asia-Pacific Equity

U.K. Equity

Fixed Income

Franklin Templeton Fixed Income

Fixed Income

Fixed Income

Fixed Income

Alternative

BNY Mellon Alternative

Commodity



www.beacontrust.ie

Key Features

1. Portfolio Approach
Beacon Trust Portfolios Plc is an investment portfolio 
made up of a diverse selection of investments and 
international fund specialists (see table on previous 
page). They have been selected through a rigorous 
process from a vast pool of international funds.  
We use a variety of performance and rating criteria to 
identify and monitor the best fund managers. Finally, 
we put together a blend of leading global managers, 
who have a range of complimentary styles which aid 
diversification and aim to deliver superior investment 
returns.

We believe that engaging asset class specialists will 
deliver consistent performance over time versus 
managers who manage funds across a range of very 
different asset classes. Beacon Trust Portfolios gain 
access to these world-class funds at competitive 
institutional pricing.

2. Active Management 
Beacon Trust Portfolios Plc is run by managers 
who constantly review and manage both the asset 
allocation and fund selections, giving you comfort 
in knowing that even during times of volatility, 
investment decisions are made and applied 
proactively to your portfolio. Rebalancing is achieved 
continuously, which we believe is a superior 
approach to intermittent portfolio reviews. 

3.  Tax Efficiency (Personal Investments)
As tax rates increase, it is becoming increasingly important to use a platform or umbrella structure for private 
investments to ensure you are not exposed to excess tax. An example (using 2012 tax rates) of not using such a 
structure (i.e. investing in separate funds) is enlightening:

Investment Gain / Loss Tax

Fund 1 E100,000 E50,000 E16,500

Fund 2 E100,000 (E30,000) nil

Overall E20,000 E16,500

Effective Tax Rate 82.50%

 

If you invest in an ‘umbrella’ or ‘platform’ structure you are only liable to tax on the net growth. In this example 
the tax would be reduced to E6,600. Beacon Trust Portfolios is such an ‘umbrella’ structure.

Note: This is not an issue for pension funds, as no tax applies to capital gains or income earned by pension plans.

Our interests are aligned with your interests. 
Investment decisions are made regularly, with 
two key objectives in mind:

1. To achieve investment growth

 and/or

2. To manage risk

Warning: The value of your investment may go down as well as up.



1. Beacon Trust Cautious Portfolio 

As the name suggests, the Cautious Portfolio aims to deliver returns in a 
moderate risk fashion. The benchmark asset split of the Portfolio is: 

The managers will adjust from the benchmark in response to market 
opportunities and threats.

2. Beacon Trust Growth Portfolio 

The Growth Portfolio aims to deliver higher returns than the Cautious 
Portfolio, and as such it is likely to exhibit somewhat more volatility than 
the Cautious Portfolio. 

The benchmark asset split of the Growth Portfolio is:

Asset allocations may vary depending on market conditions.

Giving You a Choice

Fixed Interest
40%

Fixed Interest
24%

Cash & Equiv
10%

Cash & Equiv
5%

Commodity
5%

Equity 
30%

Equity 
50%

Alternatives
18%

Commodity
2%

Alternatives
16%

A Choice of Two 
Portfolios
Clients have different 
reasons for investing and 
different attitudes to risk. 
Therefore we offer a choice 
depending on your risk 
profile.

1.  Beacon Trust Cautious 
Portfolio

2.  Beacon Trust Growth 
Portfolio



Other Advantages of Beacon Trust

The Beacon Trust Team

There are many advantages to the Beacon Trust 
Portfolio approach to investing. These include:

• Access: 
  You can partially or fully encash your investment 

fortnightly with no exit fees or penalties, other 
than any tax due.

• Higher Level of Regulation: 
  Beacon Trust Portfolios Plc is regulated by 

the Central Bank of Ireland. The bulk of the 
investments are in what are termed UCITS funds 
– these are some of the most highly regulated 
funds in the EU.

• Security: 
  When you invest, your monies transfer directly 

from your bank account to the independent 
custodian Bank of America Custodial Services 
(Ireland) Limited. The Custodian provides safe 
custody for the company’s assets, which will be 
held under the control of the Custodian.

• Tax Administration:  
  In addition to tax efficiencies outlined earlier, 

in the case of personal investments, any taxes 
are dealt with through the fund and you are not 
required to include details on your tax return.

The core team encompasses Sean Blake, Investment 
Director and Bryan O’Dowd, Fund Research Manager. 
The other members of the Investment Committee 
who oversee investment decisions include directors 
Colm Brennan and David Robb.

Sean was Treasury Director of Barclays Bank Plc in 
Ireland and a Vice President of Citibank NA in Dublin. 
He has held a number of senior roles 
within both organisations, ranging 
from fund management to treasury 
and currency strategy. 

Bryan has a first class 
honours B.Comm and 
MBS in Finance and has 

successfully completed all three Chartered Financial 
Analyst (CFA) examinations. He started his career 
in fund administration and subsequently worked 
as a financial trader. His role involves the analysis, 
selection and monitoring of the funds in which the 
Portfolio invests.

Colm and David are both B.Comm graduates and 
Associates of the Irish Tax Institute. They began their 
careers as tax consultants with KPMG. Colm has 
extensive experience in investment management 
and tax planning. David is also Director of Wealth 
Management with Acumen & Trust Limited, a 
financial advisory firm, which he co-founded in 1996. 

We have a team of highly skilled and 
experienced managers who are responsible 
for the Active Management of the Portfolios on 
a daily basis.

www.beacontrust.ie



Why Invest in Beacon Trust?

Our experience is that very few investors are comfortable with volatility, i.e. significant ups and downs. 

The above chart shows the average performance of 
International Equity funds, managed out of Ireland, 
since 1996. Evidence shows that many individuals 
invest only after significant momentum has built up, 
and then choose to exit during times of severe falls. 

It is our view that individuals tend to remain investors 
for much longer, and in turn do much better, if 
they invest in a manner where returns are more 
consistent. This is why we favour our portfolio of 
diversified investments.

The challenge today is to achieve consistency by 
diversifying and allocating across several asset 
classes. Often this is achieved by selection of various 
products from various fund managers, all done 
separately. The difficulty with this approach is that 
actively changing the fund selections and allocations 
in response to market conditions can prove slow, 
inefficient and costly. Beacon Trust overcomes the 
inefficiency by wrapping all investments onto one 
single platform. 

The unique portfolio approach to investing 
delivered by Beacon Trust Portfolios Plc. means:

1. Prospect of Consistent Returns

Diversity and Active Management mean that you 
should receive consistent returns, and not be 
exposed to significant ups and downs. As such you 
are likely to remain invested for longer, and in turn 
earn more over time.

2. International Expertise

The fund managers selected are international 
specialists – some of the funds are not available 
to private investors, and all funds are invested at 
institutional prices.

3. Tax Efficiency (Non-Pension Funds)

Private investors are only taxed on net overall 
growth. The alternative of investing outside a 
platform or umbrella structure can be highly 
inefficient. Tax is only payable on the earlier of 
encashment or every 8 years.

Clients tend to invest here

Clients tend to exit here
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